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Our Statistical Programs-Overview 
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Censuses: 
• The Decennial Census is the once-a-decade population and housing count required by the U.S. 

Constitution
• The Economic Census measures the nation’s economy every five years 
• The Census of Governments provides comprehensive data about state and local governments in the nation 

every five years.
Surveys: 
• The American Community Survey (ACS) is an ongoing annual survey that shows what the U.S. population 

looks like and how it lives.
• Demographic surveys measure income, poverty, education, and many other subjects. 
• Economic surveys are conducted monthly, quarterly, and yearly.
• Sponsored surveys are demographic and economic surveys, including the Current Population Survey.
Population Estimates and Projections
• Every year, the Census Bureau publishes population estimates and demographic components of change, 
such as births, deaths, and migration.
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The Decennial Census Shapes America for the 
Next 10 Years

The U.S. Constitution (Article 1, Section 2) requires a 
census every 10 years to determine state 
representation in the U.S. Congress.

Federal funding—more than $675 billion a  year—is 
allocated based on the census.

This funding affects vital local services, including: 

• Education

• Housing

• Transportation

• Health care

Census data is used by businesses, governments, 
and civic organizations to inform decision-making.

3 An accurate and complete count is essential!
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2020 Census Timeline
The count is now complete, and the Census Bureau is currently processing the data, 
making sure that everyone is counted once, only once, and in the right place. Here's a 
look at some of the key upcoming dates, as they are currently scheduled:

Apportionment:  As close to December 31, 2020, as possible: The Census Bureau will 
deliver population counts used for apportionment to the president as required by law.

Redistricting:  As close to April 1, 2021, as possible: By this date, the Census Bureau 
will send redistricting counts to the states. This information is used to redraw 
legislative districts based on population changes.
www.2020census.gov/important-dates
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APPORTIONMENT REDISTRICTING

Geography
Largest State State

Smallest State Census Block

Who is counted Resident Population + Federally
Affiliated Count Overseas

Resident Population Only

What is reported Total Population only Race, ethnicity, and select housing 
characteristics

Disclosure Avoidance None Differentially Private (TopDown 
Algorithm)

Redistricting Data Program 
Apportionment vs. Redistricting

What is 
next for the 
2020 
Census? 
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Data Dissemination and Training
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 Bring our data experts to you.
Request a free data training for your organization.

 Subscribe to Census.gov/academy.
Join our educational hub to receive our updates and 
training products

• Receive our Data Gems.
• These short “how-to” videos are an easy and 

quick way to increase your knowledge of 
Census data. Get them in your inbox! 

• Get access to our data courses.
• You will learn-at-your-own-pace with these 

video-tutorials designed for different skill levels.

• Interact with our instructors via webinars. 
• Learn about our data releases and tools while 

attending these live virtual classes. 

Census.gov/academy

Contact us:
Census.askdata@census.gov
1-844-ASK-DATA

data.census.gov
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 The nation’s most current, reliable, and accessible data source 
for local statistics on critical planning topics such as age, 
children, veterans, commuting, education, income, and 
employment

 Surveys 3.5 million households and informs over $675 billion of 
Federal government spending each year

 Covers 35+ topics, supports over 300 evidence-based Federal 
government uses, and produces 11 billion estimates each year

 Three key annual data releases:
 1-year Estimates (for large populations)
 1-year Supplemental Estimates (for small populations)
 5-year Estimates (for very small populations)

The American Community Survey

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
(just in case) The Census of Governments identifies the scope and nature of the nation's state and local government sector; provides authoritative benchmark figures of public finance and public employment; classifies local government organizations, powers, and activities; and measures federal, state, and local fiscal relationships.



ACS Content

Ancestry
Citizenship
Disability
Educational Attainment
Fertility
Grandparents
Language
Marital Status
Migration
School Enrollment
Veterans

Class of Worker 
Commuting
Employment Status
Food Stamps (SNAP)
Health Insurance
Hours/Week, Weeks/Year
Income
Industry & Occupation

Age
Hispanic Origin
Race
Relationship
Sex

POPULATION

SOCIAL DEMOGRAPHIC

SOCIOECONOMIC

Computer & Internet Use
Costs (Mortgage, Taxes, Insurance)
Heating Fuel 
Home Value
Occupancy
Plumbing/Kitchen Facilities
Structure
Tenure (Own/Rent)
Utilities
Vehicles
Year Built/ Year Moved In

HOUSING
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Key Census Geographic Areas

930,000  Geographic 
Areas

35,000+ 
Communities

Nation

Regions
American Indian/
Alaska Native Areas/ 
Hawaiian Home Lands

Urban Areas
Metropolitan and 
Micropolitan Areas

Zip Code 
Tabulation 
Areas / ZIP 
Codes

10

Census Tracts

Block Groups

States

CountiesCongressional 
Districts

PlacesSchool 
Districts

Public Use 
Microdata 
Areas 
(PUMAs)

Alaska 
Native 
Regional 
Areas

State 
Legislative 
Districts

(Economic program geographies) NCDA webinar |  January 2021 | 5
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• Census Bureau Economic Surveys are a key source for official statistics companies can use: 

– Monthly and Quarterly are small sample surveys that provide the most TIMELY data available

– Annual surveys have larger samples and provide the most up-to-date TREND data available

– Every 5 years, the Economic Census measures all businesses and provides the most COMPREHENSIVE data available 

• These surveys set the standard for U.S. economic statistics, and are fueled by the data provided by individual businesses

Monthly 
and Quarterly 

Surveys

Annual Surveys

Economic Census – Every 5 years

Census Economic Surveys
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• 17 Census Bureau surveys that provide key economic statistics 
for nearly every sector

- Monthly, including:
• Retail Trade Survey, Building Permits, and Exports/Imports

- Quarterly, including:
- Quarterly Financial Report; Quarterly Services Survey

• Sample surveys

• Shown at the national level only, except:

- Building Permits (state, permit issuing areas)

- International Trade data

• Released on the Economic Indicators Briefing Room: 
www.census.gov/economic-indicators/index.php and FRED 
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/

Economic Indicators
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• A Census Bureau program that provide monthly and annual 
U.S. exports and imports statistics 

• Data reported via ACE AESDirect and CBP documents

• Data shown at the national, state, region, and port levels

• Data provided by:

• NAICS (Ag, Mining, and Manufacturing sectors only)

• Commodity Classification

• Country of origination and destination

• Census Bureau also issues export regulations from the U.S.

• See census.gov/foreign-trade/data/index.html for more info

• Released on USA Trade Online (https://usatrade.census.gov/)

International Trade
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• 20 Census Bureau surveys that provide annual economic 
statistics for nearly every sector

• Sample surveys or administrative data

• Shown primarily at the national level, except:

- County Business Patterns: National, State, Metro, 
County, ZIP Code

- Nonemployer Statistics: National, State, Metro, County

- Annual Survey of Manufacturers: National and State

• Other Related Annual Programs, including Retail 
eCommerce Sales (E-Stats) and Annual Capital Expenditures 
Survey

• Released on data.census.gov, QuickFacts, Excel files, and 
other Census tools

Annual Economic Programs

Revenue of Nonemployer Restaurants in VA counties: 2017 

Number of Restaurant employees in VA counties: 2017 
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• 5 surveys that provide economic statistics about state and local
governments

• Serve as public-sector counterpart to private sector data 

• Response is voluntary

• Virtually no confidentiality restriction – data is public record

• Core Program Content

- Organization and Structure 

- Government Employment 

- Government Finances

 Released on data.census.gov, Excel files, and other Census tools

 See https://www.census.gov/govs/

Public Sector (Governments)
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• NAICS: Every 2- thru 6-digit code covered by the Census Bureau

• Excludes Agriculture (NAICS 11) and other selected types of business (see 
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/guidance/understanding-
naics.html#par_textimage for full list of exclusions) 

• Geography: Provides data at the national, state, metro area, county, 
and place levels

• Other Dimensions: Provides data by business size (estab and firm; 
employment and revenue), Legal Form of Organization, Franchise
status, etc.

• Over 200 data variables shown, including “core” variables shown in 
current programs (establishments, employment, payroll) plus sector-
specific variables (inventories, assets, expenses, etc.)

• Product Lines data (NAPCS data)

The Economic Census
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The Annual Business Survey
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• Provides data on 
business ownership 
by race, ethnicity, 
gender, and veteran 
status for employer
businesses

• (Similar to SBO and 
ASE)

• Geographies
• Nation and State 

by 2- thru 6-digit 
NAICS

• County, Metro, 
and Place by 2-
digit NAICS

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/abs.html



The NEW Nonemployer Statistics – Demographics Program
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Enhances the ABS by 
providing annual data on 
the demographic 
characteristics of 
nonemployer businesses 

• Data on business 
ownership by race, 
ethnicity, gender, and 
veteran status for self-
employed persons

• Geographies
• Nation, State, and 

Metro by selected 2-
thru 6-digit NAICS

• Firm size and LFO data too

See https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2020/nonemployer-
businesses.html and https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/abs/data/nesd.html



• QuickFacts

• My Congressional District

• Census Business Builder

• COVID-19 Hub

• OnTheMap and OTM for Emergency 
Management 

• Data.census.gov

• Application Programming Interface (API)

Ways to Access Data
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e
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Census 
Business 
Builder
V. 3.3

Guiding Principles
 Easy to use
 Customer focused
 Provide access to Census data 

and more
 USDA & third party

 Leverage existing Census 
investments
 Esri, API

 Use latest technology
 Cloud

 Provide for free

CBB Home Page
https://www.census.gov/data/data-tools/cbb.html
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Measuring the Impacts of the Coronavirus Pandemic

https://www.census.gov/data/experimental-data-products.html



Other New Experimental Data Products
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• Selected Monthly State Sales Tax 
Collections

• Helps users understand the impacts of 
the pandemic on state and local 
governments

• https://www.census.gov/data/experime
ntal-data-products/selected-monthly-
state-sales-tax-collections.html

• Monthly State Retail Sales 
• Enhances the Monthly Retail Trade 

Survey data by providing additional 
state-level data

• https://www.census.gov/data/experime
ntal-data-products/monthly-state-retail-
sales.html
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New COVID-19 Platform

https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars/2021/whats-
new-in-v2-of-covid-19-data-hub.html



Additional Datasets
• Provides links to 38 datasets from other 

federal agencies and private sector 
businesses that data users can merge 
with other Hub offerings in their own 
COVID products

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the brand new part of the hub… access to other covid data.  It’s just links… none of this data are actually on the Hub, but that might change…



Q & A and Thank You!

Contact me at:
Andrew.W.Hait@census.gov

(301)763-6747
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